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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Ray Roland Dear Equipment User:

	 The economic stimulus passed in February is an encouraging sign for 
the construction industry. It means billions of dollars in rebuilding our 
infrastructure, as well as taking steps to reduce energy consumption and fund 
new energy sources. All should help put more businesses and individuals back 
to work. 

	 Another critical component of the massive bill is the extension of the 
depreciation bonus and additional expensing, which were part of last year’s 
stimulus plan. The depreciation bonus can be used on new equipment 
purchases, while additional expensing is good on new and used equipment 
alike. Both can save you in taxes. For additional information, contact your sales 
rep or one of our branch locations. 

	 We’re always looking for ways to better serve you. We appreciate your 
feedback, and in an effort to better do that, we’ve added a new page to your 
Industry Scoop magazine, titled Voices. It’s a forum where you can ask us 
questions and express opinions to which we’ll respond. 

Also new for readers is an online video feature. Look for the video icon
in an article, then visit www.videocpi.com to see Komatsu machinery in 
action.

	 We hope you take advantage of the other valuable information provided here 
about our quality equipment lines, featuring Komatsu. In this issue, you’ll learn 
about the latest D275 dozer. If you’re a truck user, check out the article on how 
liners can benefit your business.

	 At Roland, we stand ready to help you maximize your productivity and 
profits. If there’s anything we can do to help you, call us or stop by one of our 
locations. 

Sincerely,
ROLAND MACHINERY CO.

Raymond E. Roland
President

Helping 
to stimulate

your business

online
video

online
video
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L’ANSE WARDEN ELECTRIC COMPANY
See how this power plant in Michigan’s western U.P. is taking the lead in 
the renewable-energy revolution.

CUSTOMER EVENT
Here’s a recap of the Roland Business Expo held recently in DePere to 
showcase equipment and services.

GUEST OPINION
AED says the new stimulus package, while not perfect, is a step in the 
right direction.

MOVING FORWARD
With the new economic stimulus plan in place, find out how some states 
have already laid claim to “shovel-ready” building plans.

EQUIPMENT SELECTION
If you’re looking for value, Komatsu has the equipment that can help 
lower your bids and improve job efficiency.

PRODUCT NEWS
Want to move more dirt? Check out the new Komatsu D275AX-5 
Sigmadozer.

KOMATSU & YOU
Rod Schrader, Komatsu’s VP/GM of Mining explains how cutting-edge 
products help customers decrease per-ton costs.





the region,” asserted Reid. “We do our best to 
contribute to the community in other ways as 
well. As a result, we’ve been nominated for a 
Michigan Small Business Innovation Award and 
we’re very proud of that.”

	 The biggest challenge of biomass energy 
production compared to coal, according to 
Reid, is coming up with the 400 tons per day of 
fuel needed to power the plant.

	 “We hired Norman Pestka Construction 
(Ontonagon, Mich.) to handle the acquisition 
and delivery of our fuel needs. As what we 
call our fuel aggregator, it’s their responsibility 
to source and deliver that 400 tons per day of 
usable material that’s been chipped, cleaned 
and sorted and is ready to burn.”

	 Norman Pestka Construction has 18 people 
working full time to aggregate material for 
L’Anse Warden. “It is a challenge, but we’ve 
learned as we’ve gone along,” said Norm Pestka. 
“This was all new to us. In the beginning, we 
didn’t know exactly how we were going to do 
it, but I’ve got about 45 years of putting things 
together for customers in this area and I was 
confident in our crew’s ability to meet the fuel 
needs of the plant. Today, it’s all working out.”

	 For economic purposes, Pestka tries to 
aggregate within a 100-mile radius of L’Anse. 
In addition, the company spent $1.5 million to 
build a barge-loading facility on Lake Superior 
within a few hundred yards of the plant to 
allow it to import fuel such as railroad ties.

	 Down the road, L’Anse Warden and Traxys 
are also looking at establishing a “closed-loop” 
biomass production process. 

	 “Essentially that means we’ll grow our own 
wood,” explained Reid. “They will be hybrid 
trees that grow very fast and deliver high BTU. 
It’s a closed-loop system because we grow it 
ourselves, harvest it ourselves, burn it for our 
own use, and then we’ll take the ash and use 
it as fertilizer to grow more trees. Closed-loop 

won’t replace our other fuel sources — it will 
primarily be a backup and supplemental 
source as needed.”

	 To keep the fuel supply moving at the 
plant, L’Anse Warden and Norman Pestka 
Construction turned to Komatsu wheel loaders 
from Roland Machinery. L’Anse Warden 
uses a Komatsu WA380-6 to load chips in the 
fuel yard and uses a WA250-5 in the plant 
for cleanup, to load rubber into bins and to 
serve as a backup for use at the fuel yard. The 
two other Komatsu loaders (WA250-5 and 
WA320-5) are used by Norm Pestka’s crews in 
the field, harvesting wood products. 

	 “I’ve known Norm Pestka for 20 years and 
he has a great reputation,” said Reid. “When 
we offered him the wood aggregation contract, 
he made it clear that he wanted and needed 
Komatsu equipment from Roland because he 
said that was the only way he could guarantee us 
the 400 tons of material per day that we require. 
The key thing for us is machine reliability. We’ve 

Continued . . .

Needed: 400 tons of fuel daily

L’Anse Warden uses a 
Komatsu WA250 wheel 

loader to handle material at 
its biomass power plant. 

Productive, reliable equipment

This operator uses a Komatsu WA380-6 to load trucks with chips from the fuel yard for 
delivery to the plant.

Traxys, the parent company of L’Anse Warden Electric, 
built a fuel yard, including this hydraulic truck dump, to 
store biomass material for use at the plant.
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the policy, the fact remains these investments 
will put people to work, save businesses and 
help rebuild infrastructure.”

	 The billions of dollars in infrastructure, 
modernization and new construction 
spending is expected to put a large number of 
workers back on the job, as many as 3 million 
to 4 million, with a large percentage of those 
in the construction industry. Jobs will spread 
beyond the construction site as the need for 
bookeepers, controllers, auditors and others 
overseeing financial aspects of the projects 
will be needed. Engineers and architects are 
part of the mix as well.

	 When workers get back on the job, they’ll 
find less payroll taxes taken from their 
paychecks, as part of the plan calls for a 
break of $400 per individual — $800 per 
couple  — over the next two years. Estimates 
show the tax break will put an extra $13 per 
week into workers’ paychecks this year and 
$8 next year. 

	 If their employers use equipment, those 
business owners will see a break when 
buying machinery. The stimulus plan extends 
the depreciation bonus on new equipment 
purchases and Sec. 179 expensing limits on 
new and used machinery that was part of last 
year’s tax refund plan.

	 In addition to estimating the number of jobs 
to be created by the construction funding, 
AGC also calculated the benefits to personal 
earnings and gross domestic product (GDP). 
AGC Economist Ken Simonson noted that the 
$135 billion for construction would increase 
personal earnings nationwide by $75 billion 
and add $230 billion to GDP.

	 “Whether or not you wear a hard hat for 
a living, these construction investments 
will make a difference for the better,” said 
Simonson. “Beyond the immediate benefits, 
the new infrastructure projects will make 
businesses more efficient, commuting more 
reliable and our economy more prosperous for 
years to come.”

	 While Obama’s historic presidential win, 
which played a key role in passage of the 
economic stimulus act, was a major newsmaker 
in 2008, The Construction Writers Association 
voted the financial crisis and its effects on 
building as the top construction story of 
2008. Many are hoping a turnaround in the 
construction industry will top the list in 2009.  n

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act includes significant monies for 
construction of renewable energy sources such as wind and solar.

Under the economic stimulus package, it’s hoped that 
more than 3 million jobs can be saved or created.

Tax breaks
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LC
(the LOGICAL CHOICE 
         for your next excavator)

Komatsu excavators have set the standards for productivity, operator comfort and reliability over the  
years. And, with the introduction of our mid-sized –8 series, the standards have been raised yet again.

•	 Tier-3 engines deliver reduced emissions without sacrificing power or productivity. 
•	 Electronics, engine and hydraulics are optimized for maximum efficiency and  
	 minimum fuel consumption (10% reduction compared to –7 models). 
•	 Multi-function LCD monitor provides critical operating information at a glance  
	 (and it can do this in 10 languages).

From enhanced safety features to extended maintenance intervals, the PC200LC-8, PC220LC-8  
and PC270LC-8 show what happens when the best engineers put the latest technology to work.  
The results are always… 

100%

100% Komatsu.	 866.513.5778    www.komatsuamerica.com
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performance
100%

(using 25% less fuel*)

Being the best is never good enough. Just as you’re always looking for ways to grow your  
business, Komatsu is constantly working to improve the tools of your trade. We have a long  
history of innovation across all our lines of heavy equipment and a long list of dedicated  
customers who count on these innovations as a competitive edge. 

•	 Pushes larger loads 
•	 Reduced operating costs 
•	 Easier serviceability 
•	 Improved operator comfort

Put the best the industry has to offer to work on your next job and discover your competitive edge.

100% Komatsu.	 866.513.5778    www.komatsuamerica.com

*Compared with our conventional modelKA01







We’ve gone from DC to AC drives, which are 
more efficient and reduce maintenance. We’ve 
matched the engines to the drive systems to 
maximize efficiency. 

QUESTION:  What other innovations are in 
development or have been implemented?

ANSWER:  We’ve begun to introduce our 
autonomous, or driverless, trucks. We now have 
two fleets running in mines and are working 
to add additional fleets. Autonomous haulage 
allows the user to run a 300-ton payload 930E, 
for example, through the entire load cycle 
without having a driver. The results have been 
very good. Again, it’s going to lower the per-ton 
costs versus having a truck and driver. It’s a 
specialized tool and it’s not for everyone, but 
in the right application — where the user has a 
long haul, for instance — it’s fantastic.

	 Komatsu’s new 280-ton 860E-1KT trucks are the 
first of their kind to use a Komatsu drive-trolley 
system. They work with overhead electrical trolley 
lines and a pantograph mounted on the truck. 
As the truck comes under the lines, up to 1,800 
volts of electricity go through the system to drive 
the wheel motors. It produces faster propulsion 
uphill, while reducing engine rpms. The result 
is lower fuel consumption and emissions. 

	 All our new machinery comes standard 
with Komatsu’s Vehicle Health Monitoring 
System (VHMS), which monitors the health of 
major components, so owners, users and fleet 
managers can remotely evaluate a machine’s 
condition and operations. Information from 
the machine is transmitted via satellite and 
the Internet to the user, Komatsu and our 
distributors. VHMS reports vital information 
such as operating condition, service meters, 
trends, fault and event codes, engine 
performance and machine operating history. 
Each day, users can log onto a secure Web site 
and check their machinery as easily as they check 
the latest news, weather and sports online.

QUESTION:  How much input does the 
customer have in developing these products?

ANSWER:  A lot. All our product development 
comes from a combination of ideas from 
our engineering and product-development 
personnel, our distributors and our customers. 

Innovative products such as the 
960E electric-drive truck (above) 
and the 860E-1KT (left), which 
uses a Komatsu drive-trolley 
system, continue to set Komatsu 
apart when it comes to mining 
machines, according to Vice 
President/General Manager of 
Mining Rod Schrader. 

We collect feedback from our customers about 
the key priorities they need and want in their 
machinery. Then we set about building those 
machines by incorporating their ideas into 
emissions and other mandated standards. 
Because of their input, we’ve developed other 
products to help them run not only their 
equipment, but their mining practices more 
efficiently. One example is our Modular Mining 
software products, such as the IntelliMine 
Management System for open-pit mines. It has a 
dispatch system that tracks auxiliary equipment, 
water trucks, blending, crew lineup, fuel-service 
management, inventory reporting, payload 
analysis and other information. 

QUESTION:  What does the future hold for 
Komatsu mining and the industry as a whole?

ANSWER:  We’ll continue to work on 
improvements in our current products and 
develop new ones. 

	 This generation of Komatsu mining 
equipment is revolutionary, and we expect to 
see continued growth in market share as our 
customers experience the results of our focus 
on quality. We expect mining to remain strong 
overall, and Komatsu is committed to being a 
leader in the industry.   n



comfortable

Komatsu skid steer loaders are designed for comfortable operation all day, every day. Making the operator 
comfortable ensures the highest levels of safety and productivity. Coupled with ease of service, durability, 
reliability and quality, Komatsu skid steer loaders provide the ultimate comfort and productivity package.

•	 Low-effort Proportional Pressure Control (PPC) loader joysticks have optional SAE/ISO pattern changer. 
•	 Spacious and ergonomically designed operator platform provides exceptional visibility. 
•	 Standard two-speed transmission makes short work of load and carry operations. 
•	 Wide-opening rear door and tilt-up engine cover make access to service check and fill points a snap. 
•	 Radial lift and vertical lift loader models make it easy to choose the right machine for your business.

When you want your skid steer loader to work for you instead of against you, the choice is 100% clear. Put  
a Komatsu skid steer loader to work today and enjoy the confidence that comes from machines that are…

100%

100% Komatsu.	 866.513.5778    www.komatsuamerica.com
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proven

When it comes to building electric drive trucks that are rugged enough to stand up to the  
day-to-day demands of mining operations, one company has the proven track record to deliver  
the reliability you need to compete—Komatsu. If you look at the number of Komatsu electric  
drive trucks in service today and count the years of reliable service they’ve delivered, you’ll see  
we have the engineering, manufacturing and application experience to help you stay profitable  
for years to come. 

If you want to move more material, more cost-effectively, day after day, choose a proven solution.

100%

100% Komatsu.	 866.513.5778   www.komatsuamerica.com
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(Komatsu electric drive haul trucks)







	 “The purpose of the KATC is to improve 
technicians’ troubleshooting skills, which 
in turn benefits the customer in decreased 
downtime,” said Bond. “We place a great 
emphasis on our technicians’ training, and 
it shows in competitions such as the KATC. 
But more importantly, it equates to less time 
to troubleshoot, diagnose and fix customers’ 
machines so they can get back to using them 
for production. KATC just confirms that we’re 
doing the right thing.”

	 For more information on KATC and to see 
video and pictures of this and previous years’ 
competitions, visit www.kactraining.com/atc.  n

Adam DePeau (below center and above in cab) won the D39PX-22 crawler dozer and 
HM400-2 articulated truck competitions.

Komatsu’s John McFarland (left) and Mike Tajima (right) present the top award to (L-R)
Adam DePeau, Perry Zach and Mark Sperber for winning the team competition.

Contestants were judged on their ability to use resources 
such as manuals and computers as they diagnosed and 
fixed a problem with a particular machine. Komatsu 
personnel acted as “customers” whose machines weren’t 
running properly. They also served as judges.

The team competition, which Roland technicians won, 
focused on a “mystery machine,” which turned out to 
be a BR580JG crusher. Teams of distributor technicians 
competed to find the problems associated with it. 








