








all wear many hats and many of our people 
assume multiple roles. We’re very pleased 
with the quality and dedication of both our 
office and field personnel. Our reputation is as 
a problem-solving company and we count on 
everybody who works here to help us come 
up with ideas that are going to save us and the 
client time and money.” 

	 JKC has worked for the city of Chicago as 
well as many of the surrounding suburban 
communities. Clients also include many area 
hospitals and large commercial contractors. 

 	 A recent project for a major national company 
is an example of what JKC can do on a project. 

	 “We were initially hired to build a parking lot, 
but our role quickly expanded into a full-blown 
earthwork site with structural demolition, 
excavation and on-site utilities,” explained 
John. “The excavation was very deep, it was 
winter and it needed to be done quickly. If it 
snowed, we got more machines. If the ground 
was frozen, we got bigger machines. It was 
what I call ‘war-time’ production. We worked 
24/7 and it definitely pushed our company to 
its limits. In the end, we delivered for our client. 
I’m truly proud of the work we did there.” 

	 “Something we brought to the table that 
was unusual, if not unique, was our ability to 
do BIM (Building Information Modeling) of 
the underground utilities and CAD take-off 
work for our client,” added Bill, who served 
as project manager for the job. “It was a 
very difficult site with lots of existing and 
proposed utilities that required many design 
modifications. Because of our direct input 
and experience with BIM, we were able to 
help their engineers come up with workable 
solutions to the jobsite problems, and do it 
quickly. We would come up with a revised 
design one day and literally build it the next.” 

	 “We do not believe any of our direct 
competitors are implementing this technology 
from a purely civil standpoint,” noted John. 
“This job really fit us to a T because of the 
combination of difficult site conditions 
and an expedited schedule, along with the 
technological expertise it required.” 

	 “We believe one of our strengths as a 
company is our ability to take on complex 
projects, work effectively as part of a team, 
and do whatever is required to make the job 
a success,” said Bill. “This project was a good 
example of that.” 

	 JKC is always looking for ways to be more 
efficient and cost-effective on a job. “We try to 
keep an open mind on how to best accomplish 
our goals,” said John. “Just because something’s 
been done a certain way for years, doesn’t 
necessarily mean it’s the best way to do it. 
We want to find ways to improve, both for 
ourselves and our clients.” 

 	 “A recent project required in excess of 
200,000 cubic yards of material to be excavated 
and we wanted to average 360 truckloads out 
per eight-hour shift.  This meant we really 
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Complex projects 
John Keno and 
Company relies on a 
large fleet of 
Komatsu equipment 
to do its work, 
which frequently 
involves difficult 
ground conditions. 
“We’ve demo’d other 
machines, but in our 
minds, competitive 
brands don’t stack up 
to Komatsu for overall 
productivity, reliability 
and value,” said John 
Keno Vignocchi.

Tom Trenkle, 
VP Operations

Finding a better way 



had to keep things focused and moving,” Bill 
explained. “To accomplish it, we implemented 
a customized bar-code system. With our 
bar-code system, each truck was assigned a 
unique code — rather than filling out a ticket, 
pulling ahead, stopping, signing his name and 
getting a ticket — the truck driver was able 
to pull away immediately after being loaded 
while we electronically recorded date, time, 
truck name and number, and material. This 
process increased field productivity while 
making actual invoice reconciliation easier. To 
our knowledge, there’s not another earthwork 
contractor in the city doing anything similar.” 

	 In keeping with its desire to do its 
work quickly and efficiently, John Keno 
and Company keeps a late-model fleet of 
equipment, most of it consisting of Komatsu 
machines from Roland Machinery Company. 

	 “Hydraulic excavators are key pieces for 
us, and all of our excavators are Komatsus,” 
said John. “We probably own 15 excavators, 
including six or seven PC400s. We’ve demo’d 
others, but in our minds, competitive brands 
just don’t stack up. We’ve compared them 
side-by-side and the Komatsus out-perform 
the others, and our operators prefer them. We 
use them hard and have found that they hold 
up well to the rigors of our jobsites.” 

	 JKC also has Komatsu wheel loaders and 
bulldozers. 

	 “When I first went into business 20 years 
ago, I purchased a Komatsu WA420 wheel 
loader,” John noted. “That machine now has 
more than 19,000 hours on it. We still use it and 
all we’ve ever done is service it and put tires 
on it. We also have several Komatsu dozers, 
including a couple of new D61s. We ran them 
head-to-head against the top competitive 
brand and the D61 pushed more dirt than the 
competitor, was easier to operate and was a 
better value for the dollar.” 

	 “We also turn to Roland for rental machines 
and most of our service work,” Bill added. “Our 
Roland Sales Rep John Kroeger does a great 
job of getting us what we need, when we need 
it. And as for service, Roland does our routine 
maintenance as well as larger repairs. We treat 
them like a partner in our business and we 
value our relationship with Roland Machinery.” 

	 John Keno and Company is not immune to 
the difficult economy, but both John and Bill 
are optimistic about the future. 

	 “We have good equipment and good people, 
and because of that, I think we’re in good 
position to weather the storm,” said John. 
“We are a ‘can-do’ and a ‘will-do’ company. I 
always tell my superintendents to be problem 
solvers — never approach a client with a 
problem you do not have a solution for.” 

	 “As we move forward, we’ll continue to 
do the best possible job for our clients,” Bill 
added. “Long term, our plans are to grow 
modestly while staying focused on what we 
do best. We’re confident we’ll be able to do 
that.”  ■

JKC is a solutions-based company
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Still growing 

(L-R) Bill and John Vignocchi 
work closely with Roland 
Machinery’s John Kroeger 

on equipment matters. 
“Everybody at Roland is very 

helpful,” said Bill. “They’re 
like a partner in our business.”

Ethan Hoehn,
Estimator

Productive, reliable equipment 

John Keno and Company, which owns Komatsu excavators exclusively, works closely 
with project owners, general contractors and engineers to come up with workable 
solutions for complex projects.



LC
(the LOGICAL CHOICE 
         for your next excavator)

Komatsu excavators have set the standards for productivity, operator comfort and reliability over the  
years. And, with the introduction of our mid-sized –8 series, the standards have been raised yet again.

•	 Tier-3 engines deliver reduced emissions without sacrificing power or productivity. 
•	 Electronics, engine and hydraulics are optimized for maximum efficiency and  
	 minimum fuel consumption (10% reduction compared to –7 models). 
•	 Multi-function LCD monitor provides critical operating information at a glance  
	 (and it can do this in 10 languages).

From enhanced safety features to extended maintenance intervals, the PC200LC-8, PC220LC-8  
and PC270LC-8 show what happens when the best engineers put the latest technology to work.  
The results are always… 

100%

100% Komatsu.	 866.513.5778    www.komatsuamerica.com
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AVAILABLE THROUGH ROLAND MACHINERY CO.







Transportation 
Infrastructure (in billions)	 $49.3 billion
Highway and bridge construction	 $27.5
Surface transportation grants	 $1.5
Transit capital assistance	 $8.4
AMTRAK and intercity rail	 $1.3
High-speed rail corridors	 $8.0
Airport improvement grants	 $1.1
Facilities and equipment	 $0.2
TSA explosive detection systems	 $1.0
Coast Guard bridges	 $0.24
Assistance to small shipyards	    $0.1

Building 
infrastructure (in billions)	 $29.5 billion
GSA federal buildings and facilities	 $5.6
Military construction	 $2.8
DOD facilities renovations	 $4.2
DOD energy efficiency upgrades	 $0.12
VA major construction	 $1.0
Community Development Block Grants	 $1.0
Public housing capital fund	 $4.0
HOME investment partnerships	 $2.3
Native American housing	 $0.51
Lead paint removal	 $0.1
Rural community facilities	 $0.13
National Science Foundation facilities	 $0.4
USDA facilities	 $0.2
U.S. Geological Survey facilities	 $0.14
Social Security Administration facilities	 $0.5
BLM maint. and construction (M&C)	 $0.32
U.S. Fish & Wildlife (M&C)	 $0.28
National Park Service (M&C)	 $0.75
Forest Service maint. and facilities	 $0.65
Bureau of Indian Affairs facilities	 $0.5
Indian Health Service facilities	 $0.5
Community health centers	 $2.0
FEMA infrastructure grants	 $0.3
Fire station construction	 $0.21
State Department facilities	 $0.09
DHS headquarters consolidation	 $0.2
Ports of Entry construction	 $0.7

Water & environmental 
infrastructure (in billions)	 $21.4 billion
Clean water State Revolving Fund (SRF)	 $4.0
Drinking water SRF	 $2.0
USDA rural water and waste disposal	 $1.4
Corps of Engineers	 $4.6
Bureau of Reclamation	 $1.0
Watershed infrastructure	 $0.34
Int’l Boundary and Water Commission	 $0.22
Superfund hazardous waste cleanup	 $0.7
Leaking underground storage tanks	 $0.2
Nuclear waste cleanup	 $6.0
NOAA Environmental R and I	 $0.83
Brownfields cleanup	 $0.1

Other infrastructure 	 $0.15 billion

Workforce develop./safety	 $4.7 billion

Energy & 
technology (in billions)	 $29.8 billion
Wireless and broadband grants	 $7.2
Electricity grid	 $11.0
Weatherization assistance	 $5.0
State and local gov’t energy grants	 $6.3
Diesel emissions reduction	 $0.3

Total infrastructure investment:		

$134.9 billion
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precision

Komatsu compact excavators are right at home working in tight spaces. With advanced Proportional 
Pressure Control (PPC) joysticks, these machines give you precise handling without sacrificing  
speed, reach or capacity. Plus, they have all the features that make Komatsu excavators the choice  
of owners and operators across the country.

•	 Low-effort Proportional Pressure Control (PPC) joysticks 
•	 Spacious, ergonomically designed operator platform 
•	 Industry-leading 360-degree visibility 
•	 Tilt-forward operator cab structure for ease of service access 
•	 Switchable excavator control pattern without tools (ISO/SAE)

When there’s no room for error, the choice is 100% clear. Put our compact excavators to work  
today and enjoy the confidence that comes from machines that are…

100%

100% Komatsu.	 866.513.5778    www.komatsuamerica.com
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compatible
(it’s the perfect working relationship)

“Synergy” isn’t a word often associated with construction equipment, but it’s the perfect 
word to describe the Komatsu PC600LC-8 and HM300-2 working together… especially 
when the terrain is less than perfect. Both of these hard-working machines deliver:

•	 Rugged, dependable, go-anywhere productivity 
•	 Tier-3 certified engines to meet emissions standards 
•	 Advanced hydraulics for faster cycle times

If you want maximum efficiency—no matter how rough the terrain might be—put this  
pair to work. At the end of the day, you’ll see the results from machines that are…

100%

100% Komatsu.	 866.513.5778    www.komatsuamerica.com
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SPRINGFIELD, IL
(217) 789-7711

BOLINGBROOK, IL
(630) 739-7474

MARENGO, IL
(815) 923-4966

BRIDGETON, MO
(314) 291-1330

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO
(573) 334-5252

COLUMBIA, MO
(573) 814-0083

PALMYRA, MO
(573) 769-2056

PORTAGE, IN
(219) 764-8080

EAU CLAIRE, WI
(715) 874-5400

DEFOREST, WI
(608) 842-4151

ESCANABA, MI
(906) 786-6920

DE PERE, WI
(920) 532-0165

SCHOFIELD, WI
(715) 355-9898

FRANKSVILLE, WI
(262) 835-2710

CARTERVILLE, IL
(618) 985-3399



Available through Roland Machinery Company







SPRINGFIELD, IL
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BOLINGBROOK, IL
(630) 739-7474

MARENGO, IL
(815) 923-4966

BRIDGETON, MO
(314) 291-1330

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO
(573) 334-5252

COLUMBIA, MO
(573) 814-0083

PALMYRA, MO
(573) 769-2056

PORTAGE, IN
(219) 764-8080

EAU CLAIRE, WI
(715) 874-5400

DEFOREST, WI
(608) 842-4151

ESCANABA, MI
(906) 786-6920

GREEN BAY, WI
(920) 435-6676

SCHOFIELD, WI
(715) 355-9898

FRANKSVILLE, WI
(262) 835-2710

CARTERVILLE, IL
(618) 985-3399












