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RELIABLE EQUIPMENT
RESPONSIVE SERVICE

LEHMAN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LLC
Concrete and infrastructure work are specialties of this California, Mo., 
firm.

GUEST OPINION
ARTBA President & CEO Pete Ruan explains the organization’s call for 
increased funding in highway and bridge construction.

INDUSTRY OUTLOOK
With interest in “green” construction growing, learn how minimizing 		
environmental impact has become the goal of more construction projects.

NEW PRODUCTS
Check out the new Komatsu D39EX/PX-22 dozers and see why special 	
features, such as the super-slant nose, improve visibility and productivity.

NEW UTILITY MACHINES
Take a look at Komatsu’s new MR-3 series of compact excavators. You’ll 
find them packed with many new features.

FIELD NOTES
Here’s a quick recap of Komatsu’s Demo Days, where equipment users 
got to test drive and operate new Komatsu machines.





	 Another significant job the company is 
currently working on is in Jefferson City, where 
Lehman crews are putting in about a block’s 
worth of new street on Capitol Avenue near the 
capitol building. The job includes lowering the 
street by about seven feet at the top of a hill to 
improve visibility and safety.

	 Lehman relies on a talented, experienced 
and dedicated work force to take on and 
complete such projects in a timely and 
economical manner. 

	 “I firmly believe that I have the best group 
of employees in the region, if not the state,” 
said Lehman. “Across the board, from our 
managers to estimators to operators to 
laborers, our people are outstanding and they 
are the main reason that we’re in demand. 
They’re knowledgeable and they work hard 
to get the job done for our customers, and I 
know I wouldn’t be anywhere in this business 
without them.”

	 Key Lehman Construction personnel include 
General Manager Kenny Dean, Major Projects 
Manager John Kirchhoff, Bridge Crew Manager 
Shayne Burger, Office Manager Jeanne Whitney 
and Estimators Nate Haldiman and Adam 
Carroll. Lehman’s wife, Jennifer, is co-owner 
and President of Lehman Construction, and 
his brothers, Dennis and Bob, also work for the 
company.

	 “I spent most of my career out in the field,” 
said Lehman. “I understand what all those 
guys are going through and I know how 
crucial they are to the success of our operation. 
As a result, I pay my employees well and I 
treat them with respect. People who work 
here know I truly appreciate their efforts and 
they know they’re going to be rewarded if the 
company succeeds. Because of that, we don’t 
have much employee turnover. Our people get 
to know each other and learn to work together 
as a team, which makes us even better.”

	 Another key to success for Lehman 
Construction is a late-model fleet of 
equipment, much of it consisting of 

Komatsu machines from Roland Machinery 
in Columbia. Lehman has five Komatsu 
hydraulic excavators including a PC300LC-8 
and a PC220LC-8. The company also has 
a Komatsu WA250-5 wheel loader and a 
Komatsu CK30 compact track loader.

	 “The hydraulic excavator is a key piece of 
equipment for us and all our excavators are 
Komatsu,” said Lehman. “I think they are the 
best excavators on the market, bar none. Ours 
are productive and reliable, and they’re great 
lifting machines as well as digging machines.

	  “We use our WA250 to feed a mobile 
concrete batch plant that we bought 
specifically for the Highway 763 job,” Lehman 
added. “The Komatsu wheel loader does an 
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Operator Mark Kepner uses Lehman Construction’s Komatsu 
PC300LC-8 to lift a concrete storm drain structure as part of the 
company’s work on Highway 763 north of Columbia, Mo. “I 
enjoy running the new PC300,” said Kepner. “It’s powerful, fast, 
smooth and comfortable.”

Employees are key to success

Lehman Construction uses a Komatsu WA250-5 wheel 
loader to feed a mobile batch plant the company bought 

specifically for the Highway 763 job. “It’s got more power 
and it shifts better than the previous wheel loader I used,” 

said Operator Darren Goans. “I really like it.”
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of high-performance green buildings.” It 
promotes a whole-building approach by 
looking at key performance areas, such as 
sustainable site development, water savings, 
energy efficiency, materials selection and 
indoor environmental quality. Points are 
awarded to designate certification levels 
of Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum. A 
LEED-certified project meets rigorous criteria, 
and the honor can reap rewards for those 
who designed and built it, putting them 
at the forefront for winning more projects. 
Those who use it also benefit through a more 
healthful living and/or working environment.

	 “Green construction is 30 percent to 
50 percent more energy-efficient and 40 
percent more efficient in water usage, plus 
it offers health benefits,” said Ashley Katz, 
Communications Coordinator with the 
USGBC. “Currently, we have a little more than 
1,500 certified projects in total, but our goal 
is to have 100,000 commercial buildings and 
1 million homes certified by 2010. We’ve also 
raised our commitment to fund green-building 
research by increasing the amount given in 
grants to $2 million in 2008.”

	 In addition to the increased use of recycled 
materials, nearly all new construction projects 
have other green considerations built into 
them, such as erosion-control measures, 
retention ponds to keep stormwater runoff 
on site, and balanced earthwork designed 
to cut down on the amount of import and 
export materials and compaction. Many call 
for disturbing as little ground as possible, as 
well as finding ways to save existing trees, or 
planting new ones.

	 In many cases, state highway departments 
have led the way by using existing roadway 
materials in the construction of new paving 
projects. Materials such as old concrete and 
asphalt roadbeds that used to be hauled away 
are now being crushed on site and reused 
as road base. Asphalt millings are used in 
shoulder materials or put back into the mix 
for new road pavement. Porous pavement 
that allows water to drain through it to the 
stone base and back to the soil is becoming 
increasingly more popular. 

	
	 Reducing environmental impact in 
construction means more than just using 
recycled materials and careful jobsite planning. 
It also takes into account the machinery 
that’s used to make the materials, move the 
dirt and lift building products into place. 
Equipment manufacturers are doing their part 
in conjunction with federal regulations and 
guidelines, which have included mandates 
that lower engine emissions, such as nitrous 
oxide (Nox) and particulate matter (PM). Both 
are considered significant public health risks. 	
	  Latest regulations require new diesel 
engines to meet Tier 3 standards, with stricter 
Tier 4 standards coming in the next few years. 
In some cases, the results have not only been 
lower emissions, but less fuel consumption as 
well, leading to the same or better production 
with lower operating costs. It’s a win-win for 
the equipment user.

	 “That’s been a great benefit of our ecot3 
engines (the ‘eco’ stands for ecology and 
economy; the ‘t’ for technology; and the ‘3’ 
for Tier 3),” said Toshio Miyake, who was 
involved with product planning for Komatsu 
Ltd. during the development of ecot3 
engines. “In addition to meeting the emission 
regulations, and thereby putting fewer 
pollutants in the air, we’re also able to make a 
better machine.

More efficient machines 
with Tier 3-compliant 
engines, such as Komatsu’s 
Dash-8 excavators and new 
BR580 JG crusher, increase 
production with less fuel 
and lower emissions than 
previous models. Used in 
combination, as shown here, 
these machines can turn old 
pavement into new materials 
for reuse, rather than putting 
them in a landfill.

Continued . . .

Efficient machinery 
reduces emissions
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our research and development. With sales, 
marketing, engineering and manufacturing all 
located at the Utility Division headquarters, 
we can streamline communication and the 
development process, to ensure quality and 
reliability across the board. 
 
With our new role as the global center of 
excellence for the SSL and CTL products, we 
have the benefit of working with customers 
and dealers all over the world. This expands 
our knowledge base and helps us find new 
ways to serve our customers, wherever they 
live and work. We can also be more efficient by 
producing higher unit volumes for the world 
market — again a benefit for our customers.
 
QUESTION: Is Komatsu Utility introducing 
new products this year? 
 
ANSWER: Komatsu Utility is in the process 
of introducing its new generation of compact 
and mid-size excavators. The MR-3 compact 
range improves on the vastly popular MR-2 
units. There’s a brand-new PC45MR-3 with 
better performance and price position than its 
predecessor. The all-new PC88MR-8 extends 
our range into the mid-size eight-ton class with 
a larger, more powerful unit that’s designed 
and built by the same team as our larger 
construction-class excavators. In our fourth 
business quarter, we plan to introduce the first 
North American-designed skid steer models 
and build them in our Newberry, S.C., plant.  
One benefit that users will find across the 
board is that all our utility machines will 
have common controls, such as Pressure 
Proportional Control (PPC). The benefit is 
that operators can move from one machine to 
another, a compact excavator to a skid steer, 
for example, and be confident they can run 
the machine because the controls are common 
among them. That will obviously speed up 
production because the operator doesn’t 
have to learn a whole new skill set to run the 
machine.  
QUESTION: What else is Komatsu Utility 
doing to help the machine owner save time 
and money?  
ANSWER: Like much of Komatsu’s larger 
construction equipment, utility machines 

will now come standard with 
our KOMTRAX remote machine-
monitoring system. Komatsu is the first 
manufacturer of compact equipment 
to make such a system standard 
equipment. As new models are 
introduced, KOMTRAX will be on 
board. KOMTRAX allows the 
owner to keep track of machines 
by logging onto a secure Web 
site. Information, such as machine 
location and hours are available. If there’s 
an issue, an error code will pop up and 
alert us and the distributor so we can call 
and let the owner or operator know we’re 
on our way to fix it. It’s a very effective 
tool for controlling owning and operating 
costs because maintenance and service 
schedules can easily be tracked.  
QUESTION: Are there other similarities 
between Komatsu’s utility machines and 
its larger construction counterparts? 

ANSWER: Customers will find that even 
though we’re a relatively new player in the 
utility market, our smaller machines are just 
as reliable and productive as Komatsu’s larger 
models. No matter what size the machine, 
the same Komatsu development and testing 
process is applied. Whether a skid steer loader 
or 40-ton excavator, the process is the same. 
There’s also a high degree of component 
commonality and Komatsu is known for 
its in-house hydraulic systems. That means 
customers will get the same quality and 
reliability from our smallest PC09 excavator 
as they will with our largest mining machine. 
It’s part of Komatsu’s commitment to quality 
equipment, product support, parts and service 
throughout its entire lineup. n

Komatsu’s Newberry, S.C., manufacturing facility is the worldwide development center 
for skid steer loaders. Komatsu will introduce its next-generation, Tier 3-compliant skid 
steers later this year.

Komatsu 
recently 
introduced  
its new MR-3 series of 
compact excavators. 
The units are packed 
with features that offer 
better productivity and 
operator comfort.












