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building to be processed. If more of a certain 
material is needed as it exits the building, it will 
automatically be adjusted accordingly.”

	 In fact, switching from a wet-process to a 
dry-process facility will enable Continental 
Cement to increase its production from 600,000 
tons to 1.2 million tons annually. “By doing it this 
way, we don’t have to evaporate the water, so the 
energy savings are huge,” Ruble explained. 

	 The company ships much of its finished 
product by barge to St. Louis and Bettendorf, 
Iowa. The rest goes by truck to potential 
customers that range from contractors to the 
general public in Missouri, Illinois and Iowa.

	 “Customers use our product to build roads, 
bridges, buildings and, to a large extent, in 
residential building,” Ruble said.

	 Producing that material no longer requires 
1,500 people working by hand with shovels 
in a quarry, as was the case when operations 
were launched at the plant more than 100 
years ago. Today, Continental Cement employs 
approximately 200 people, about 15 of whom 
are responsible for mining raw materials. For 
the new plant, they’ll produce 1.75 million tons 
of Burlington limestone per year and 110,000 
tons of Hannibal shale.

	 “We’re making cement here 24 hours a day 
every day,” said Mine Manager Mark Griffin. 
“This place never shuts down.”

	 Constantly moving this much material 
requires a fleet of productive equipment. Griffin 
said the Komatsu equipment, acquired from 
Roland Machinery Co. with the assistance 
of Sales Representative Darrell Eisenberg, 
has perfectly fit its needs. That fleet includes 
two Komatsu WA600-6 wheel loaders, four 
Komatsu HD605-7 trucks, a D155AX dozer and 
a Komatsu PC300LC-5 excavator.

	 Continental Cement also recently purchased 
an Atlas Copco DM45HP blasthole drill from 
Roland Machinery.

	 “We use our wheel loaders mainly to load the 
trucks,” Griffin said. “At first, we didn’t know 

if our operators would like the joystick controls. 
These guys have been operators for years and 
have always used a steering wheel. Well, they 
took to it like a duck on water. They love it.

	 “One of our operators said it’s a lot easier on 
his wrist,” he continued. “Without a steering 
wheel, there’s a lot more room in the cab, making 
it much more comfortable for the operator.”

	 Griffin emphasized that a comfortable 
machine is not a luxury for his operators, it 
translates into added production. “When 
an operator is turning a steering wheel, he’s 
working all the muscles up and down his back,” 
he said. “With joystick controls, operators aren’t 
doing that. They’re sitting there and they’re 
relaxed. If that operator is comfortable after he’s 
been in there for nine hours, he’s still going to 
produce. If he’s wanting out of that machine 
because his back or shoulders or arms are 
hurting, that will have an impact on what he’s 
going to accomplish. It’s just a better system.”

	 As Continental Cement is making the move 
to increase its production, it has also increased 
the size of its haul trucks, moving in June 2007 
from 60-ton Komatsu 210M trucks to 70-ton 
Komatsu HD605-7 trucks.

	 “It goes back to comfort and being 
operator-friendly,” Griffin said. “The HD605-7s 
have a much smoother ride. Our guys spend a 
lot of time in those trucks — that’s where they 

Continued . . .

A Continental Cement operator uses a Komatsu PC300LC-5 
excavator with a 7,500-pound hammer attachment to break 
up boulders and oversized rocks at one of its quarries.

Mark Griffin, 
Mine Manager

When Continental Cement’s new dry-processs plant (left) opens, it will double the facility’s 
production. To similarly increase production at its quarries, Continental Cement relies on 
productive Komatsu equipment, including this WA600-6 wheel loader (above) and new 
HD605-7 haul trucks (right).
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For more information on Atlas Copco equipment, contact 
your Roland Machinery sales representative or visit a 
location nearest you.
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ESCANABA, MI  •  (906) 786-6920





earthmoving equipment it can all be found 
in the North Hall, part of the Central Hall, 
the Riviera Pavilion and the Gold, Blue and 
Riviera lots outside the convention center. 

	 If your interests lie in other types of 
equipment, there are product concentration 
areas for lifting equipment, asphalt paving and 
production, concrete paving and production, 
aggregate processing and heavy-duty trucks 
and mixers. Other sub-specialties such as 
engines, hydraulics, lubricants, tires and 
components have their designated areas as 
well. 

	 Information stands will be set up throughout 
the show, and interactive product locators, 
searchable by company and product, will 
be on the show floor. These will also have 
information regarding seminars and meetings. 
Other show services will include an expanded, 
free, shuttle system to transport visitors from 
hotels to and from the convention center, and 
an intra-show shuttle-bus system.

	 Attendees may be directed to several new 
items on the expo’s massive list of things to 
see and do, including the free educational 
program “Best Practices for Small Fleet 
Management” to be held on March 15. The 
program will provide practical solutions for 
fleet management needs of small business 
owners specializing in commercial, industrial 
and public construction. Topics include 
budgeting and staffing, productivity and work 
scheduling, among others. 

	 Other new features are an International 
Driver Mixer Championship, the first ever 
international competition of concrete mixer 
truck drivers; an IPAF Safety Zone that 
features live demonstrations and safety 
education; and “Construction Challenge,” a 
competition with students competing in three 
challenges related to the construction industry.

	 “We’re very excited about the new features, 
and we believe that attendees will find them 
informative and helpful,” said Tanel. “The 
Construction Challenge is one area we’re 
particularly looking forward to as it showcases 
young people involved in the construction 

industry. We see this as a way to generate 
interest among youth and highlight for them 
the careers available in construction.”

	 An Innovation and Solutions Center will 
also be new. Experts in the field will be 
presenting sessions that highlight research and 
developments in Fluid Power Solutions, Green 
Solutions, Motion Control Solutions Now and 
in the Future, and Innovative Applications in 
the Entertainment Industry. 

	 While CONEXPO continues to add new 
items, one thing that hasn’t changed from 
previous expositions is the chance to take Continued . . .

Komatsu always has one of the largest displays at CONEXPO. Twenty-four products will 
be available for attendees to check out at the 2008 event.

CONEXPO is more than just an equipment showcase. Attendees can learn more about 
the construction industry through educational programs in such areas as aggregates, 
asphalt, project management, equipment management, personal development and safety. 

Educational opportunities 
abound

Several new items on the agenda
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SPRINGFIELD, IL • (800) 252-2926
MARENGO, IL • (800) 765-2635
COLUMBIA, MO • (800) 274-7212
EAU CLAIRE, WI • (866) 475-7035
FRANKSVILLE, WI • (800) 811-6005
TERVILLE, IL • (800) 274-7202
CAPE GIRARDEAU, MO • (800) 274-7210
PALMYRA, MO • (800) 274-7214
SCHOFIELD, WI • (866) 475-7016
GREEN BAY, WI • (866) 475-7047
BOLINGBROOK, IL • (800) 826-9608
BRIDGETON, MO • (800) 274-7230
PORTAGE, IN • (888) 764-8226
DEFOREST,WI • (866) 475-7040
ESCANABA, MI • (800) 236-6425







Milling - Cold Recycle

Asphalt Pavers

Soil - Asphalt Compactors

The Wirtgen Group 
delivers it all with 

quality and service 
that outlasts 
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If it can be measured, 
					     we measure it!

To learn more about Komatsu ReMarketing’s Distributor Certified Used Equipment, contact your local Komatsu Distributor 
or go to our Web site at www.equipmentcentral.com and click on “used equipment.”

ROLAND
MACHINERY CO.

	 Whether you’re looking for a high-
quality machine that will become part of 
your fleet, or for a machine that will get you 
through the busy season, Komatsu Distributor Certified Used Equipment is your best alternative to buying new.

	 If it can be measured, we measure it! Specially trained Komatsu Distributor Certified evaluators check, measure and diagnose 
virtually every aspect of the machine. Once the machine meets Komatsu’s high performance standards, your local distributor 
can tailor the machine for your site-specific needs. And to add to your peace of mind, most Komatsu Distributor Certified Used 
Equipment is eligible for special financing and warranty.

	 Purchasing Komatsu Distributor Certified Used Equipment makes sound business sense. You’ll receive good value for 
your money and a reliable and productive machine that will get the job done for years to come — we guarantee it!








