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MARQUETTE CONSTRUCTORS
Read	how	three	large	bridge-building	contractors	joined	forces	to	work		
on	Wisconsin’s	largest-ever	bridge/highway	reconstruction	project.

GUEST OPINION
A	good	safety	program	should	not	only	prevent	accidents,	it	should	also		
address	how	to	handle	accidents	when	they	do	occur.	Here	are	some	tips		
on	how	to	prepare	for	emergencies.

PERFORMANCE NOTES
Find	out	why	the	results	of	recent	fi	eld	tests	show	the	Komatsu	PC300		
excavator	holds	signifi	cant	performance	advantages	over	other	machines		
in	the	same	size	class.

NEW PRODUCTS
Take	a	look	at	Komatsu’s	new	Dash-6	series	of	mid-size	wheel	loaders		
and	the	production	and	fuel-effi	ciency	advantages	they	offer.

MORE NEW PRODUCTS
If	you’re	looking	for	a	powerful,	fast	and	easy-to-use	loader	that		
combines	unmatched	compactness	and	maneuverability,	you’ll	want	to		
take	a	close	look	at	Komatsu’s	new	compact	track	loaders.

EQUIPMENT INNOVATION
You	might	be	surprised	to	learn	about	all	the	benefi	ts	of	Komatsu’s		
KOMTRAX	equipment	monitoring	system.	Read	how	one	contractor		
makes	the	most	of	the	system	on	his	fl	eet.





	 “If	it’s	done	right	and	with	the	proper	attitude,	
a	partnership	like	this	one	can	be	extraordinarily	
beneficial	—	and	in	this	case,	I’d	say	it	has	been,”	
reported	Maney.	“It’s	a	team	approach	and	
everybody	is	totally	committed	to	the	success	
of	the	joint	venture.	Everybody	contributes	in	
their	area	of	expertise	and	when	we	succeed,	we	
succeed	together	as	a	team.”

	 The	fact	that	the	companies	all	have	slightly	
different	ways	of	doing	things	and	the	personnel	
all	have	different	experiences	is	a	big	plus,	
according	to	Maney.		

	 “When	there’s	a	difficult	issue,	it’s	great	to	have	
so	many	people	with	so	much	experience	sitting	
around	a	table	throwing	out	ideas.	Before	long,	
we	come	out	with	a	very	workable	solution.	If	
you’re	doing	it	on	your	own,	you’ll	come	up	with	
a	solution	and	you’ll	be	able	to	make	it	work,	but	
it	may	not	be	the	best	or	most	efficient	way	to	
do	it.	This	process,	with	all	the	experience	at	our	
disposal,	probably	gets	us	over	any	difficulties	
much	faster.	It’s	a	very	positive	environment	and	
an	excellent	learning	situation.”

	 The	project	has	been	let	in	stages,	with	the	core	
project,	which	is	now	underway,	the	centerpiece	
of	the	improvement	effort.	It	alone	is	a	$314	
million	leg	that	ties	together	all	the	other	work.	In	
total,	Maney	estimates	there	are	about	15	miles	of	
bridge	work	at	the	Marquette	Interchange.

	 “It’s	a	very	complex	job	as	far	as	the	staging	
goes,”	described	Maney.	“Everything	has	to	
be	done	in	the	proper	sequence	or	we	can	get	
ourselves	in	trouble.	For	example,	if	we	decide	
to	skip	a	ramp	and	come	back	and	do	it	later,	
there’s	a	good	chance	something	is	going	to	get	
constructed	underneath	it	and	that	may	make	
it	very	difficult	to	get	to	the	ramp	work.	So	we	
really	have	to	stay	on	top	of	our	sequencing.”

	 The	project	involves	taking	down	all	existing	
structures	and	constructing	all	the	new	ones.		
“Demolition	was	our	first	activity,	and	that	
means	taking	down	not	just	the	bridges,	but	
also	the	old	retaining	walls	and	foundations,”	

Maney	explained.	“Then	we	put	in	all	the	
new	foundations	before	setting	the	steel	and	
placing	the	superstructure.	

	 “If	we	could	just	shut	down	traffic	and	say,	
‘Okay	everybody,	find	another	way	to	go	to	
work	and	get	to	downtown,’	this	job	could	be	
completed	in	no	time.	But	obviously,	that’s	not	an	
option.	So	for	each	ramp	we	build,	we	not	only	
have	to	tear	the	old	one	down,	but	we	also	have	
to	build	a	temporary	structure	to	handle	traffic	
while	the	demolition	and	construction	are	being	
done,	so	there’s	a	great	deal	going	on	here	all	at	
the	same	time.”

	 For	most	bridge	demolition	jobs,	the	firms	
involved	in	the	joint	venture	use	excavators	in	
the	80,000-	to	100,000-pound	class	(PC300	to	
PC400)	range.	For	the	Marquette	Interchange,	
all	the	equipment	men	at	the	individual	
companies	agreed	that	a	larger	hydraulic	
excavator	would	be	needed.

	 “We	could	see	there	was	going	to	be	a	lot	of	
heavy	demolition	here,”	noted	Maney.	“There	
are	steel	girder	spans	with	concrete	decks	
and	massive	piers.	We	have	voided	slabs	and	
a	substantial	amount	of	heavily	reinforced	
concrete.	We	knew	we	were	going	to	be	
stretching	it	with	our	existing	excavators,	so	we	
decided	to	buy	two	125,000-pound	machines.”
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In addition to being used to pull down existing 
bridges, one PC600 was equipped with a large 
hammer and the other with a universal processor, 
to break and process material at the Marquette 
Interchange job — so named because of its close 
proximity to Marquette University (left). 

“The Komatsu PC600s have worked very well 
for us,” said Project Manager Dennis Maney. 
“We wanted something that would produce 
for us and hold its value for resale, and our 
equipment managers were confident the 
Komatsus would do that.”

Getting a “bang” for their 
equipment “buck”

Marquette Constructors purchased two Komatsu PC600LC-7s 
for demolition work at the Marquette Interchange project.

A complex job
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of	the	trench,	it	makes	a	huge	difference	in	
productivity.	We	strongly	recommend	that	
all	operators	experiment	with	Power	Max	to	
learn	firsthand	what	a	difference	it	makes.	The	
other	factor	is	our	Komatsu	bucket,	which	has	
an	excellent	trenching	profile.”	

	 The	lift	test,	conducted	with	buckets	off	and	
using	a	load	cell,	showed	a	distinct	advantage	
for	Komatsu’s	heavy-duty	PC300HD-7,	which	
features	a	PC300	upper	structure	on	a	PC400	
bottom.	

	 “Nobody	else	offers	that	type	of	
combination,”	Robson	pointed	out.	“It	
substantially	increases	stability	in	any	
lifting	application,	especially	over	the	side.	
Our	test	showed	a	20	percent	over-the-side	
lift	advantage	with	the	PC300HD-7.	The	
independent	operator	who	tested	the	units	for	
us	said	the	two	most	important	things	to	him	
when	he’s	out	on	the	job	are	machine	stability	
and	comfort,	and	he	said	the	PC300HD	really	
delivered	on	both	counts.	His	quote	was,	‘I’d	
sure	like	to	take	that	machine	back	to	my	place	
of	work.’	”			

	 In	watching	the	equipment	perform	during	
the	tests	—	and	again,	these	were	all	highly	
regarded	excavators	with	very	similar	specs	
—	Robson	said	it	struck	him	that	the	Komatsu	
advantage	could	be	attributed	to	the	way	
everything	was	designed	to	work	together.

	 “The	phrase	that	kept	coming	to	me	as	I	
watched	the	PC300s	perform	was	‘Komatsu	
harmony.’	We	make	our	own	engines,	our	
own	pumps,	our	own	hydraulics,	everything.	
Because	we	control	it	all,	we	can	design	and	
fit	all	the	components	so	they	work	perfectly	
together		to	produce	optimum	results.	
I’m	convinced	that	the	way	those	quality	
components	integrate	to	complement	one	
another	is	the	real	key	to	the	Komatsu	PC300	
performance	advantage.”

	 A	300-class	machine	used	to	signify	30-
metric	tons.	With	operating	weights	now	
ranging	from	about	73,000-pounds	up	
to	about	86,000-pounds,	it’s	clear	that	all	
manufacturers,	Komatsu	included,	have	

pushed	the	envelope	a	bit	since	those	days.	
But	while	many	other	manufacturers	have	
changed	their	model	numbering	system	to	
reflect	the	larger	size,	as	well	as	to	help	them	
market	it	as	a	larger	machine,	Komatsu	has	
chosen	to	stay	with	the	PC300	name	and	
number.

	 “To	us,	the	PC300	is	a	legendary	number	
for	a	legendary	machine,	and	changing	it	just	
wouldn’t	be	right,”	said	Robson.	“It’s	like	the	
greatest	football	players.	John	Elway	is	No.	7,	
Johnny	Unitas	is	No.	19	and	Jim	Brown	is	No.	
32.	They	couldn’t	be	anything	else.	And	so	it	
is	with	the	Komatsu	PC300.	It’s	an	instantly	
recognizable	name	that	has	stood	the	test	of	
time	by	continually	evolving	and	setting	a	
new	standard	every	step	of	the	way.	We	think	
our	customers	understand	and	respect	that,	
and	aren’t	going	to	be	confused	just	because	
some	other	machines	in	the	same	class	have	a	
larger	number.”		n

“FLAGSHIP” MACHINE
 Komatsu PC300 demonstrates significant performance  
 advantages in size class during recent field tests

In a recent Komatsu-sponsored field test, the Komatsu PC300LC-7 and PC300HD-7 
excavators showed significant production and fuel-saving advantages over two top 
competitive brands in the same size class. The units consumed 6 percent to 10 percent 
less fuel and were 18 percent to 24 percent more productive in a trenching application.

Brief specs on PC300LC-7 and PC300HD-7

    Model Horsepower Operating weight Bucket capacity

	PC300LC-7	 246	hp	 72,432-77,298	lbs.	 .89-2.56	cu.	yd.

	PC300HD-7	 246	hp	 82,453-85,868	lbs.	 .89-2.56	cu.	yd.

For more information on how the PC300LC-7 and PC300HD-7 can 
help you be more productive and more cost-effective, call your sales 
representative or the sales office at our nearest branch location.  

A legendary number

Komatsu harmony









®           

Quality you can rely on

• Komatsu America Corp., Headquartered in Chicago, IL • North American manufacturing operations in Chattanooga, Candiac, Dallas, Newberry, Peoria and Seymour • Over 210 distributor locations serving North America

©2005 Komatsu America Corp.      www.KomatsuAmerica.com

411-1535

Komatsu’s broad line of mining shovels rise above the competition. 
These diamonds in the rough offer larger buckets. More powerful digging 
forces. Faster cycle times. Simplified maintenance. Advanced technology 
that, combined with Komatsu’s years of mining experience, helps you 
reduce downtime, increase productivity and set your own standard.

For details, contact your local Komatsu distributor. Call 1-800-Komatsu.  
Or visit KomatsuAmerica.com

The gold standard.
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Milling - Cold Recycle

Asphalt Pavers

Soil - Asphalt Compactors

The Wirtgen Group 
delivers it all with 

quality and service 
that outlasts 

the competition.
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LeeBoy, the world's leading maker of asphalt pavers, has advanced the art of paving 
with the 8816 and 8515 asphalt pavers. These new paver models feature heavy-duty 
construction and the Legend Screed System for higher 
production and reliability. The right equipment plays a 
key role in the success of any road building project. 
Versatile LeeBoy pavers, rollers and motor graders 
give road builders unmatched value and performance.

Rosco's chip seal train begins with the SweepPro broom removing dirt and 
debris. The Maximizer 3 distributor follows, applying asphalt with its exclusive 
variable-width spraybar. Aggregate is applied 
using the SpreadPro's extendible spread  
hopper. The Tru-Pac 915 pneumatic roller seals 
the chips into the emulsion and the chip seal  
application is complete. 

SpreadPro Chip Spreader
and Maximizer 3 Asphalt Distributor

SweepPro Broom

Tru-Pac 915 Pneumatic Roller

Paving The Way In Performance and Productivity.

5000 Path Master Paver

Other LeeBoy Brand Products...

685B Motor Grader

LeeBoy 8515 Asphalt Paver 

688 North Highway 16 • Denver, North Carolina  28037 • www.LeeBoy.com • (704) 966-3300

500 Lincoln County Parkway Ext. • Lincolnton, NC 28092 • www.LeeBoy.com • (704) 966-3300

Join The Rosco Chip Seal Train.
Other Rosco Brand Products...

ROLAND
MACHINERY CO.

ROLAND
MACHINERY CO.

ROLAND
MACHINERY CO.

Contact Roland Machinery for details.





If it can be measured, 
     we measure it!

To learn more about Komatsu ReMarketing’s Distributor Certified Used Equipment, contact your local Komatsu Distributor 
or go to our Web site at www.equipmentcentral.com and click on “used equipment.”

roland
machinery co.

 Whether you’re looking for a high-
quality machine that will become part of 
your fleet, or for a machine that will get you 
through the busy season, Komatsu Distributor Certified Used Equipment is your best alternative to buying new.

 If it can be measured, we measure it! Specially trained Komatsu Distributor Certified evaluators check, measure and diagnose 
virtually every aspect of the machine. Once the machine meets Komatsu’s high performance standards, your local distributor 
can tailor the machine for your site-specific needs. And to add to your peace of mind, most Komatsu Distributor Certified Used 
Equipment is eligible for special financing and warranty.

 Purchasing Komatsu Distributor Certified Used Equipment makes sound business sense. You’ll receive good value for 
your money and a reliable and productive machine that will get the job done for years to come — we guarantee it!






