


A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Ray Roland

Dear Equipment User:

 There are some signs that the economy, including the construction 
industry, is slowing down a bit. So should we be concerned? Hardly. In fact, 
there are many reasons to be glad that the boom of the past few years is 
reaching a plateau.

 First of all, it’s not as if a downturn is imminent. Far from it. Yes, the rate 
of growth is slowing, but construction put-in-place is still at a record level. 
Think of it as similar to climbing a mountain (albeit a mountain with no top). 
It’s not a straight shot up and then all downhill. Occasionally, you have to go 
sideways to fi nd the best path, and maybe even rest a little, before continuing 
on up.

 With slightly lower demand, such a rest period should help ease price 
hikes for raw materials, improve equipment inventories, and reduce the need 
for additional hard-to-fi nd employees. A slowdown in the rate of growth also 
enables you to do more of those jobs that you’ve had to turn down because 
you didn’t have the time to do them.

 At Roland Machinery, we look forward to working with you during 
any and all industry cycles. With Komatsu, we believe we have the most 
productive and reliable equipment on the market, including three new 
machines — the D155AX-6 dozer, the HM300-2 articulated hauler, and the 
WB146-5 backhoe loader — that are featured in this issue of your INDUSTRY 
SCOOP magazine. In addition to the products we sell, we want to work with 
you to provide the support programs that will help you keep your machines 
up and running. 

 So please stop in or give us a call. We at Roland are very optimistic about 
both the short- and long-term state of the construction industry and other 
industries that use heavy equipment. We also understand that our success 
depends upon your success, and therefore, we’re committed to helping you 
in any way we can.

Sincerely,  
ROLAND MACHINERY CO.

Raymond E. Roland
President
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RELIABLE MATERIALS-LYONS
Find out how this affi liate of Bluff City Materials, Inc. is fi lling a massive  
300-foot hole in Chicago.

DOLLARS & SENSE
Faced with skyrocketing fuels costs, contractors are looking for ways to  
cut costs and protect profi ts. Here are some fuel-saving tips that can make  
a difference to the bottom line.

GUEST OPINION
Eben Wyman, Vice President of Government Relations for the National  
Utility Contractors Association, explains the “Americans for Pure Water”  
campaign, meant to stimulate a grass-roots movement to support water  
infrastructure funding.

NEW PRODUCT
Check out the new Sigma Dozer, Komatsu’s totally redesigned D155-size  
dozer, and fi nd out how it delivers unrivaled productivity in its size class.

MORE NEW PRODUCTS
Komatsu’s new WB140-6 backhoe offers greater productivity along with  
improved operator comfort. 

PRODUCT NEWS
Find out how Komatsu made its new Dash-2 series articulated dump  
trucks (ADTs) even tougher, more powerful and more technologically  
advanced than its predecessors.













significant downtime is worth it. A PM contract 
will ensure your machinery is serviced on 
time and properly, so you can concentrate on 
getting more work done without worrying 
whether a machine is going to break down. 
Most distributors do the PM after hours, when 
the machine is down anyway, so there’s no 
downtime involved with the service work.”

 Eliminating and reducing unnecessary 
and/or inefficient movement go hand in hand 
with travel speed. Plan ahead to avoid moving 
the machine around the jobsite in haphazard 
fashion, such as moving from one area to 
another then back to the original location. 
Instead, look for ways to keep the machine in 
the same area as long as possible and move 
across the site a little at a time. 

 You can further eliminate inefficient and 
unnecessary movement while the machine 
is performing. For example, in truck loading, 
reducing swing angle from 90 to 30 degrees 
will improve fuel efficiency by 3 percent. 
Speeding up production by shortening 
cycle times through improved excavation 
techniques can provide as much as 8 percent 
better fuel efficiency.

 In quarry applications, a scale on the loading 
machine is an advantage because it helps 
eliminate unnecessary loading and dumping.

 “A scale on the machine tells the operator 
exactly what he’s putting in the truck. That 
eliminates a trip to the scale house where the 
truck driver may find out there’s too much or 
not enough on the truck,” said Scott. “If that’s 
the case, the driver has to return to the quarry 
and adjust the load accordingly. A scale on 
the machine takes the guesswork out of the 

equation, so trucks can be loaded faster and 
more accurately.”

 Along with shorter cycle times, you should 
maintain smooth digging, which can save 
more than 18 gallons of fuel per month. An 
operator can dig smoothly by not constantly 
pulling the control lever to try to lift a load 
that’s too heavy. That action relieves oil 
pressure, which in turn increases the amount 
of fuel needed to perform the task.

 While it may be important to get the task at 
hand done as quickly as possible, you could 
consider lowering engine speed. Ten percent 
less speed will reduce fuel consumption by 12 
percent. Although you do lose about 7 percent 
in productivity, there is still a net gain in fuel 
efficiency, making the move cost effective in 
the long run.

 Many equipment users also truck their own 
materials, which only adds to the fuel bill. But, 
there are ways to reduce those trucking costs 
as well. As with heavy equipment, a well-
tuned truck engine is vital. Other factors, such 
as maintaining proper tire inflation, will also 
help. Remember, over- or under-inflated tires 
can cut efficiency significantly. Continued . . .

There are several avenues equipment users can take to lessen their fuel consumption 
and increase productivity. Komatsu’s new WA600-6 wheel loader is powered by a more 
fuel-efficient engine that also has more power than previous models. For even more 
efficient loading in quarry applications, consider equipping the machine with a scale 
to more accurately load trucks.

Eliminating idling and reducing travel speeds are two 
quick and easy ways to save fuel. During times of non-
production, consider turning the machine off. Reducing 
travel speeds by 10 percent can improve fuel efficiency by 
8 percent.

Regular maintenance 
following recommended 
guidelines saves fuel 
and improves equipment 
performance and longevity. 
Consider a preventive 
maintenance contract 
through your distributor to 
ensure all services are done 
properly and to identify 
and correct hidden issues 
that may lead to potential 
problems later.

Eliminate inefficiencies
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®           

Quality you can rely on

Unearthing the world’s finest materials calls for the world’s finest fleet of mining machines. 
From trucks to shovels to wheel loaders, Komatsu’s complete line of ruggedly reliable 
mining equipment works in tandem to lower your cost per ton, reduce cycle times and 
deliver greater payload. Add Komatsu’s unmatched service and support solutions and you 
have equipment worth its weight in gold — and then some.

For details, contact your local Komatsu distributor. Call 1-800-Komatsu.  
Or visit KomatsuAmerica.com

• Komatsu America Corp., Headquartered in Chicago, IL • North American manufacturing operations in Chattanooga, Candiac, Dallas, Newberry, Peoria and Seymour • Over 210 distributor locations serving North America

©2005 Komatsu America Corp.      www.KomatsuAmerica.com

411-1500

Precious metals.
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LeeBoy, the world's leading maker of asphalt pavers, has advanced the art of paving 
with the 8816 and 8515 asphalt pavers. These new paver models feature heavy-duty 
construction and the Legend Screed System for higher 
production and reliability. The right equipment plays a 
key role in the success of any road building project. 
Versatile LeeBoy pavers, rollers and motor graders 
give road builders unmatched value and performance.

Rosco's chip seal train begins with the SweepPro broom removing dirt and 
debris. The Maximizer 3 distributor follows, applying asphalt with its exclusive 
variable-width spraybar. Aggregate is applied 
using the SpreadPro's extendible spread  
hopper. The Tru-Pac 915 pneumatic roller seals 
the chips into the emulsion and the chip seal  
application is complete. 

SpreadPro Chip Spreader
and Maximizer 3 Asphalt Distributor

SweepPro Broom

Tru-Pac 915 Pneumatic Roller

Paving The Way In Performance and Productivity.

5000 Path Master Paver

Other LeeBoy Brand Products...

685B Motor Grader

LeeBoy 8515 Asphalt Paver 

688 North Highway 16 • Denver, North Carolina  28037 • www.LeeBoy.com • (704) 966-3300

500 Lincoln County Parkway Ext. • Lincolnton, NC 28092 • www.LeeBoy.com • (704) 966-3300

Join The Rosco Chip Seal Train.
Other Rosco Brand Products...
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Contact Roland Machinery for details.
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If it can be measured, 
     we measure it!

To learn more about Komatsu ReMarketing’s Distributor Certified Used Equipment, contact your local Komatsu Distributor 
or go to our Web site at www.equipmentcentral.com and click on “used equipment.”

ROLAND
MACHINERY CO.

 Whether you’re looking for a high-
quality machine that will become part of 
your fleet, or for a machine that will get you 
through the busy season, Komatsu Distributor Certified Used Equipment is your best alternative to buying new.

 If it can be measured, we measure it! Specially trained Komatsu Distributor Certified evaluators check, measure and diagnose 
virtually every aspect of the machine. Once the machine meets Komatsu’s high performance standards, your local distributor 
can tailor the machine for your site-specific needs. And to add to your peace of mind, most Komatsu Distributor Certified Used 
Equipment is eligible for special financing and warranty.

 Purchasing Komatsu Distributor Certified Used Equipment makes sound business sense. You’ll receive good value for 
your money and a reliable and productive machine that will get the job done for years to come — we guarantee it!








